26      BRITAIN,    THE    WORLD,    THE    WAR    GOD

Because of the land hunger of Japan, and because
Australia can't or won't fill her spaces, we have had to
make the great naval base at Singapore, as an outward
and visible sign that there must be no rough stuff so far
as we are concerned in the Far East. Little Socialists who
don't even know enough of the world's mainsprings to see
where their own bread comes from, cavil, but common
sense pressed on with the work, the wiser of the Dominion
Governments contributing thereto, lest worse befall.

When to save ourselves we put a tax on French inten-
sively cultivated fruit and vegetables, we have destroyed
the livelihood, . or reduced unduly the circumstances, of
those who for half a century we have encouraged to cater
for our markets. Is it to be wondered at that the guild of
Pertinax should foster enmity? To urge our folk to winter
in England and spend their diminished income at Home,
is perfectly good and fair, but it has reduced many folk
elsewhere to beggary, and these sores in one form or another
are where the war bitterness is engendered and whence
unconsciously Chancelleries and General Staffs draw their
inspirations.1

To go off the gold standard was for Britain a life-saving
act, but it at once killed many pursuits. Who would buy
the goods of a country with an appreciated currency. On
the other hand, this act of self-preservation immediately
gave British goods a lift in the world's market.

In fact, it cannot be disguised that the old saying
"What's one man's meat is another man's poison" is
terribly true in international affairs. It was this truth that
stimulated the Co^denite Free-trader in the hope that all
the world would fUlow. It was wise, observing, old Lord
Cromer, who said that apart from the actual merits and
demerits of protection and free trade from a British point
of view, it was abundantly clear to him that the world

the above was written we have seen France reduce our quotas,
British duties raised in reprisal, and France threatening the denouncement of
agreements of long standing as a counter reprisal. Such way rises bad blood.